RSPCA Statement on the Use of Rabbits for CSF Vaccine Production
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Animal use for vaccine production
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The use of live rabbits for classical swine fever vaccine production is simply not acceptable when cell-
based alternative production methods are available™.
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Use of air embolism to kill conscious rabbits

DAZERIESSE (Air Embolism) #SLE ORI T

This technique is simply not acceptable in non-anaesthetised animals; the level of pain and suffering
involved is almost unimaginable. Animals would experience intense pain and convulsions which could
be prolonged if the procedure were not performed properly.
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Use of CO2 to kill conscious rabbits
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The RSPCA has deep concerns about the use of carbon dioxide to kill any species, as exposure to the
gas has been widely reported to be painful at higher concentrations and cause very distressing
sensations of dyspnoea (air hunger) at lower levels®. This technique is no longer allowed to be used for
rabbits in the UK as these animals are likely to be resistant to hypercapnia (CO2-suffocation) which
would prolong the killing process and cause avoidable suffering.
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* http://english.ebvhz.com/products/detail/classical-swine-fever-vaccine-live-tissue-culture-origin
* For example, see the report of the Newcastle Consensus Meeting on Carbon Dioxide Euthanasia of Laboratory Animals:
https://www.nc3rs.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/Events/First%20Newcastle%20consensus¥%2o0meeting%2oreport.pdf
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