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SYAVES ANIMAL SHELTERS
ANDYITHE ROLE OF THE
VETERINARIAN
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SVstems of Animal Sheltering

= Private Shelters and Other Groups
=@ Public Shelters

= Not considered state shelters, but instead are

owned/operated by local government such as
county, city, or town

= Various Models
a Shelter owned and operated by local government

a Shelter owned by local government and operated by a
private vendor

= No local government shelter; instead contract with
private shelter for services including field response,
housing, adoption, euthanasia
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Veterinarians in Animal Shelters

= Many public shelters have no veterinarian!

B More commonly found in private shelters and
larger, progressive public shelters
@ Types of veterinary relationships
= Full-time employee
= Part-time employee
= Independent contractor
= Volunteer
= Veterinary technician
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Veterinarians in Animal Shelters

= Depending on relationship, the veterinarian:

= May develop and oversee the entire health
management and disease control program,
spay/neuter surgery, and euthanasia on a daily basis

= May perform these functions less regularly, or
simply establish guidelines and oversee shelter staff

= May come to shelter only to perform euthanasia as
necessary
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Veterinarians in Animal Shelters

@ Two types:

= Unfamiliar with shelter work and shelter medicine

= Familiar with shelter work and shelter medicine
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IThe Types of Shelter
Veterinarians and Euthanasia

= Unfamiliar with shelter work and shelter medicine
a Usually contracted or volunteer veterinarian
s Only basic euthanasia skills and low interest in shelters
a Rely heavily on staff assistants
a Often reluctant to perform euthanasia

Familiar with shelter work and shelter medicine
a Usually full-time or part-time veterinarian

s Good euthanasia skills and high interest in shelters
s Work cooperatively with staff assistants

s Understand the need for euthanasia, but suffer from
psychological conflicts and trauma
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Jhe Shelter Veterinarian’s
Futhanasia Role

Obtain the necessary euthanasia drugs
Develop euthanasia selection guidelines

Train staff

ol
ol
B Develop euthanasia procedures
ol
ol

Oversee and may perform euthanasia

In many cases, a veterinarian is required in order for
euthanasia to be performed at shelters because vets
are the only ones allowed to order, store, and
administer the necessary controlled substances

More on this later.....**
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Euthanasia Technicians

& More commonly perform euthanasia instead of
veterinarians

Must be trained and certified by state
= Approximately 24 states require certification
= Allowed to obtain/administer euthanasia drugs **

Often suffer the most psychological trauma
because they take care of the animals on a daily
basis and then must make and carry out
euthanasia decisions
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Operational Procedures for
Euthanasia

= The procurement of euthanasia drugs is
governed by both federal and state law

= Procurement

a Federal Drug Enforcement Administration
s Veterinarians only **

& State Direct licensing laws (in approximately 33 states)
* Buthanasia technicians

* State board of veterinary medical examiners or board of
pharmacy
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Operational Procedures for
Euthanasia

= The administration of euthanasia drugs is
governed by both federal and state law

= Administration
a Recordkeeping for storage inventory, dispensing, and
daily use

* Information on drug lot #, amounts used, individual
animal, technician, date

* Beginning and ending totals must reconcile!
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Operational Procedures for
Euthanasia

& Performance of euthanasia is sometimes
governed by federal law, state law and/or local

ordinance

= Safety
= Methods
= Disposal
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Operational Procedures for
Euthanasia

» Safety
a Federal and state OSHA
* Needle (sharps) disposal
* Personal protective equipment

= Exact methods, training, and techniques

a8 Usually determined by state department of health or
department of agriculture or similar agency

= Range from vague to very detailed regulations/rules

= Body storage and disposal
o Chill room or freezer
= Cremation, landfill, or rendering
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Futhanasia Methods

= Injection of sodium pentobarbital

Most professional, humane, safe, preferred method

= Routes of injection:
a Intravenous (ideal for most animals)

a Intraperitoneal (often for cats and small animals)

Pre-euthanasia tranquilizer or sedation is not necessary for all
animals and should be administered only to those animals

who are fearful or aggressive. Proper handling and restraint
techniques are imperative.
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Futhanasia Methods

= Routes of injection:
@ Intracardiac
* When a vein is difficult to find or unavailable
* As the final step of intraperitoneal method
* When a large number of animals must be quickly
euthanized

Must be performed only under complete anesthesia!

= The most important thing to remember is to select
the method and technique of euthanasia that best
suits each individual animal.
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Wther Euthanasia Methods

= Carbon monoxide (CO) gas chamber
= Humaneness is highly debatable
= Used mostly in states without direct licensing
= Still used in some “lazy” states with direct licensing
= Only approximately 16 states have banned use

The only cases in which the use of CO may be conditionally
acceptable is when a shelter cannot access the necessary
drugs and when there is no veterinarian. Those shelters
should lobby for a direct licensing law and work diligently
to obtain veterinary services in the meantime.
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Wther Euthanasia Methods

= Unacceptable methods
= Gunshot (except in specific, extreme field situations)
= Carbon dioxide (CO2)

These may be illegal in some jurisdictions

= Unacceptable and mostly illegal methods

= Drowning, electrocution, decompression, the use of
kill traps, freezing, decapitation, cervical dislocation,
and injection of substances other than approved
euthanasia drugs such as T-61, succinylcholine
chloride, and others

ZZ 2 SEHV Bt 75 =0

N i OAEEN

= (B8 CREE - BB RN
= AL

R e

ks H 5 A =

= J&SE ~ BESE ~ JBEEE (decompression) -~ i HEAR
FealoH ~ BRSE ~ B ~ SRR ~ DAROEST & AZEESE
FREELINIE > #0T-61 ~ succinylcholine&Z (B4 K
H




Compassion Fatigue

= Animal sheltering is the only caretaking field
where we face the dilemma of having to kill the
very beings for whom we are caring.

Symptoms:

= Stress and burnout

= Exhaustion

= Anger
Depression
Hopelessness
Sleeplessness

Denial

Lack of emotion
Obsession

Isolation

Loss of interest in normal
activities
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Euthanasia Philosophy

It is widely understandable that people do not
agree with animal euthanasia, especially
routine euthanasia as a common shelter
population management practice.

However, if we immediately cease euthanizing
without addressing the intake rate of dogs and
cats that continues to exceed that of adoptions,
then crowding, disease, and suffering will be
the unacceptable results.
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Euthanasia Philosophy

& The complete elimination of euthanasia cannot
succeed without multi-pronged efforts by
entire communities.

Such efforts include public education and
services that address responsible pet
ownership, widespread spay/neuter, and
mnovative adoption and placement programs.

These efforts, combined with reasonable and
timely euthanasia decisions when necessary, is
what will save more lives in the long run.
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I'hank you!

Kimberley Intino, CAWA
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E R © Behavioral Red Flags » UC Davis Koret Shelter Medicine Program >
http://www.sheltermedicine.com/ { iSRS EHEFE T ) (Resource Guide For Animal Shelters,
Compiled by Kimberley Intino, CAWA. May 2011.)
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